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NATURAL  & SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


The  district  has  an  area  of  ^50  acres,  and  a population  of 
2942.  It  is  mainly  residential,  and  lies  on  a low  ridge 
facing  the  Southern  Cheshire  Plain.  At  the  foot  of  this 
ridge  lie  the  smaller  houses,  occupied  by  the  artisan  class 
and  on  the  southern  part  of  the  area  is  an  agricultural 
tract . 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  737 > and  vms  7T2  in 
1921.  The  number  of  separate  families  in  I921  was  ~l  ^2. 

The  rateable  value  is  £‘34.000,  and  a penny  rate  brings 
£130  ner  annum. 

’The  Social  condition  of  the  inhabitants  as  a whole  is 
very  good.  There  is  nc  extreme  poverty  in  the  district. 

There  were  in  1925?  31  births  - 14  males,  17  females, 

1 female  illegitimate,  giving  a birthrate  of  11.2  per  1000: 
the  lov/ness  of  this  birthrate  compared  with  the  1^,3  for 
England  and  Wales  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  there 
are  residing  in  the  area  a large  number  of  old  and  elderly 
people . 

There  were  in  1925^  25  deaths  - 13  males  and  12  females, 
giving  a deathrate  of  ^.5  per  1000,  compared  with  the  death- 
rate  of  12.2  for  England  and  Wales.  It  may  be  interesting 
to  note  ths.t  20  of  the  deaths  were  of  people  over  50  years 
of  age:  no  infant  died  under  one  year  of  age,  and  there 
were  no  deaths  from  infectious  disease. 

As  far  as  is  known,  very  little  Poor  Law  Relief  is 
given  and  the  average  amount  of  Hospital  Medical  Relief 
is  giveii  to  the  poorer  classes. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


HOSPITALS. 

( 1 ) Tuberculosis  Cases  are  provided  for  under  the  County 
Authority . 

{2  & 3)  There  is  no  provision  for  Maternity  ot  Children. 

(4)  Fever  Cases  are  sent  to  the  Altrincham  Isolation 
Hospital,  where  the  Bowdon  Authority  retains  3 beds. 

(5)  Arrangements  are  in  force  for  the  admission  of  Small- 
pox cases  to  the  Manchester  Smallpox  Hospital. 

(6)  No  other  Hospital  facilities  are  provided  and  there 
are  no  Hospitals  within  the  area. 

There  is  no  Institutional  Provision  for  unmarried 
mothers,  illegitimate  infants  and  homeless  children. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(a)  Infectious  cases  are  removed  by  arrangement  with  the 
Altrincham  Urban  District  Council;,  to  their  Isolation 
Hospita.1,  by  means  of  their  Ambulance. 

(b)  Accideiius  and  non-inf ec oioul  cases  are  removed  by  means 

of  the  Hale  and  Bowdon  Ambulance,  for  which  the 
Authority  has  a joint  arrangement  with  the  Urban 
Council  of  Hale. 

CLINICS  & TREATMENT  CENTRES.  There  are  none  in  the  area:  but 
as  regards  Tuberculosis,  Bowdon  comes  under  the  County 
Scheme,  and  cases  may  be  sent  to  the  Altrincham  Dispensary. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS.  The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  H.Pownall, 
is  a whole-time  officer,  and  a contribution  is  made  to  his 
salary  by  an  Exchequer  grant. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part-time  officer. 
There  are  no  other  officers. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING. 

■(■a)  General  Nursing.  The  Authority  provides  none,  but  a 
nurse  is  provided  by  private  Subscription,  having  no 
co-ordination  with  the  Local  Authority. 

(b)  For  infectious  cases  no  special  provision  is  made. 

(c)  Midwives.  None  are  employed  or  subsidised  by  the 
Authority,  but  two  Registered  Midwives  practise  in 
the  area. 

CHEMICAL  WORK.  No  special  chenical  work  has  been  done  by  the 
Authority  during  the  past  5 years. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE.  There  are  no  Local  Acts  or  Special  Local 
Byelaws  in  force  in  the  area.  There  is  no  point  in  Virhich 


the  work  of  the  Authority  is  related  to  or  administered  in 
co-oporation  with  the  Medical  Services,  the  National 
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Health  InGiiranoe  or  other  agencies. 

SAHITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

WATER  In  the  whole  of  the  area,  except  for  the  Rural  parts, 
there  is  a constant  supply  of  good  quality  from  the 
Manchester  Waterworks,  supplied  directly  to  the  houses,  and 
no  stand  pipes.  There  are  no  possibilities  of  contamin- 
ation. There  are  4 farm  houses,  1 large  dv/elling  house 
and  5 cottages  in  the  rural  parts,  which  obtain  their 
water  supply  from  pump  wells:  this  is  adequate. 

RIVERS  & STREAMS.  The  rivers  Birkin  and  Bollin  flow  through 

the  area.  No  serious  complaints  as  regards  pollution  have 
been  made  in  the  past  5 years. 

DRAINAGE  & SEWASE.  No  complaints  have  been  made  with  regarc 
to  the  Sewage  Farm. 

The  agricultural  portion  of  the  area  is  still  without 
a system  of  sewers. 

New  sewers  are  being  laid  in  Theobald  Road  and  Talbot 
Road  for  estate  development. 

Certain  lengths  of  the  sewers  are  slightly  sluggish 
owing  to  rather  poor  fall. 

CLOSET  ACCOMODATION.  Most  of  this  is  of  the  -water-closet  type. 
There  s.re  14  privies  in  the  Rural  Area,  xvhere  there  is  no 
adequate  water  supply  or  drainage  system  for  corversion  to 
the  water  carriage  system.  7 Privies  have  been  converted 
during  the  j^ast  year. 

There  are  ^ privies  where  notices  of  conversion  are 
now  under  consideration,  as  the  water  supply  is  adequate. 
The  policy  adopted  by  the  Authority  is  the  ultimate  abol  \ - 
tion  of  all  privy  accommodation  and  conversion  to  the  Avater 
closet  system,  wherever  the  water  supply  and  drainage  are 
suitable . 

In  the  district  there  are  still  4 pails,  whieh  are 
attended  to  regularly. 

SCAVENGING.  The  Refuse  removal  is  satisfactorily  carried  out. 
The  Tips  are  situate  in  isolated  places  and  no  complaints 
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have  been  made. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION. 


127  general  inspections  of  dwelling  houses  were  made,  1 
inforiD-al  notice  was  served  and  complied  with. 

10  inspections  of  courts,  yards  and  passages  were  made 
No  notices  were  served. 

19  Privy  middens,  earth  or  pail  closets  were  inspected 
7 Sta,tutory  and  2 informal  notices  were  served,  and 
complied  with. 

Inspections  of  house  drainage  were  made,  2 inform,al 
notices  were  served  and  complied  with. 

27  Inspections  of  Ditches,  watercourses  etc.,  were  made. 

7 offensive  accumulators  were  inspected,-  3 informal 
notices  served  and  complied  with  and  all  7 remedied. 

7 Piggeries  v/ere  inspected. 

7 Cowsheds. 

5 Dairies. 

1 Milk  shop 

3 Work  shops . 

5 Work  places 

1 Over  ground  and  3 under  ground  bakehouses. 

10  places  vdiere  food  is  sold  or  produced. 

There  were  also  made,  23  infectious  disease  enquiries, 
and  re-visits,  and  14  inspections  coming  under  the  head  of 
"m.iscellaneous 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT.  It  has  not  been  necessary  for  the  Authority 
to  take  any  action  under  this  head. 

SCHOOLS.  There  are  6 schools  in  the  area.  2 are  Public 

Elementary  Schools  (Church  of  England)  and  both  are  very 
satisfar --ory . 3 are  private  schools  and  1 Co'unty  High 

School  for  boys  of  which  the  sanitary  condition  and  ?/ater 
supply  are  of  the  first  class. 

HOUSING-. 

G-SNERAL  CONDITIONS.  These  are  verj-  -good.  The  houses  range 

from  large  mansions  to  vrorkmen’s  dwellings:  of  the  latter 
there  is  a shortage.  The  Authority  has  begun  the  erecting 
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of  36  iiouses  under  the  Subsidy  Scheme. 

There  has  been  no  important  change  in  population 
during  thp  past  5 years,  and  none  is  anticipated. 

C^.^RCRO ’’’^DING- . ,,s  far  as  information  goes,  there  are  12  houses 

in  the  area  in  vdiich  there  is  overcrov/ding.  This  is  the 
result  of  a shortage  of  cottage  accommodation,  and  will  be 
relieved  by  the  building  of  the  new  houses. 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES.  The  defects  existing  in  houses  consist 
mainly  of  such  as  could  be  remedied  by  the  ovmers.  No 
special  acts  of  waste  or  neglect  by  tenants  have  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Authority.  No  general 
action  as  regards  unfit  houses  has  been  taken  under  any 
Act . 

The  conditions  of  housing  on  the  whole  are  good. 

UNHEALTHY  AREAS . There  is  no  area  ¥;hich  could  be  specified  as 

such. 

BYELAWS  RELATING  TO  HOUSES,  TO  HOUSES  LET  IN  LODdlNUS,  TO  TENTS , 

VANS,  SHEDS  ETC.  There  are  no  byelaws  relating  to  these.  The 

powers  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  are  sufficient  for  this 
area . 

There  are  no  means  for  the  disposal  of  household 
refuse  by  burning. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1Q25. 

Tile  number  of  new  houses  was  10,  2 being  under  the 
Housing  Act  with  Subsidy. 

UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES.  None . 

INSPECTION  ETC.  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY.  This  is  very  good,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts 
are  complied  with. 

• There  is  one  shop  only,  of  which  there  are  no  complaints. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  public  or  prix’-ate. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  past  five  years  there  has  only  been  one 
serious  edidemic,  the  Diphtheria  Edidemic  of  1924-,  which  ?/as 
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traced,  to  a m.il.k  supply  from  a fi’am  outside  the  area  to 
a shop  also  outside  the  area.  There  were  26  cases. 

It  was  arranged  at  that  time  (and  the  arrangement  was 
continued)  that  a supply  of  diphteria  anti-toxim  should  be 
available  night  and  day  at  a lacal  chemist  for  the  use  of 
any  Medical  practitioner,  at  the  expense  of  the  Authority. 
The  Medical  practitioners  in  the  Area  have  all  been  notified 
of  this  arrangement  by  the  M.O.H. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  encephalitis  lethargica 
during  the  past  5 years,  and  no  ’’return”  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  have  been  found. 

The  experience  of  this  Authority  of  the  diseases  noti- 
fiable under  the  Regulation^j  of  January  Jth.  19 19  (i.e. 
pneumonia,  malaria,  dy sentry  and  trench  fever)  is  that  they 
are  very  rarely  notified:  but  as  far  as  unofficial  infor- 
mation goes,  they  rarely  occur. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  the  examination  of  patho- 
logical and  bacteriological  specimens  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  of  the  University  of  Manchester,  and  during  tiie 
year  1925?  122  investigations  were  carried  out,  all  bacter- 
iological . 

Ho  use  has  yet  been  made  of  the  Schick  or  Dick  tests 
in  Diphteria  or  Scarlet  Fever. 

No  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  have  been  performed 
by  the  M.O.H.  under  the  Public  Health  Smallpox  Prevention 
Regulations  1917* 

There  was  a considerable  amount  of  influenza  in  the 
district  in  January  1925?  and  some  20  cases  v/ere  intimated 
from  the  elementary  schools  in  the  district.  There  v/as  no 
mortality  from  this  disease. 

In  July  1925  there  was  a moderate  amnurit  of  whooping 
cough  and  mumps. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  in  1925. 


Scarlet  Fever  - 7 cases. 

Diphtheria  - 2 cases. 

Erysipelas  - 1 case. 

All  were  removed  to  Hospital  except  the  Erysipelas. 
TUBERCULOSIS . Under  County  Scheme. 

One  new  case  of  non-pulinonary  Tuberculosis  was  not 
fied  in  1925.  There  were  no  deaths 
IIATERNITY  & CHILD  WELFARE.  Under  County  Scheme. 


0.  S.  O’NEILL  M.D.,  D.P.H 


